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H 2306. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1989

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Educati on (originally sponsor ed by
Representatives MDernott, Tal cot t, Qual I, Hunt er , Kenney and
Rockefeller; by request of Governor Locke)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 05/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to the |earning assistance program adding new
sections to chapter 28A. 165 RCW and repealing RCW 28A. 165.010,
28A. 165. 012, 28A. 165. 030, 28A. 165. 040, 28A. 165. 050, 28A. 165. 060,
28A. 165. 070, 28A.165.080, and 28A. 165. 090.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. FINDI NGS- -1 NTENT. The legislature finds
that many students do not neet the state achi evenent standards in the
basic skills areas of reading, witing, and mathenatics. Resear ch
indicates that it is possible to close the achievenent gap between
t hose assessed as below standard and those assessed as at or above
standard by providing students wth rigorous academ c coursework
coupled wth effective instructional strategies and additional |earning
tinme. Research also indicates that there is a clear pattern between
student achievenent and socioeconom c status and that many of the
students achieving below standard are in schools wth high
concentrations of poverty. It is the legislature's intent to assist
school districts in neeting the needs of underachieving students who
must have their achievenent accelerated to close the achi evenent gap
and ultimtely neet state basic skills standards. It also is the
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intent of the legislature to align school district and individual
school plans to pronote conprehensive efforts to inprove student
performance and cl ose the achi evenent gap.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. PURPCSE. The | earning assistance program
requirenents in this chapter are designed to: (1) Assist school
districts in understanding the nature of their achievenent gaps; and
(2) guide school districts in providing the nost effective and
efficient practices in inplenentation of their program Further, this
chapter provides the neans by which a school district becones eligible
for | earning assistance program funds.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. DEFIN TIONS. Unl ess the context clearly
indicates otherwise the definitions in this section apply throughout
this chapter.

(1) "Achievenent gap" nmeans the disparity in achievenent scores
anong traditionally underachieving groups of students.

(2) "Approved progrant nmeans a programsubmtted to and approved by
the office of the superintendent of public instruction and conducted
pursuant to the plan that addresses the required el enents as provided
for in this chapter.

(3) "Basic skills areas"” neans reading, witing, and mat henati cs as
wel | as readi ness associated with these skills.

(4) "Basic skills assessnents” neans one or nore of the severa
basic skills assessnents adm nistered as part of the state's student
assessnment system and assessnents in the basic skills areas
adm ni stered by | ocal school districts.

(5) "Participating student” neans a student in kindergarten through
grade twelve who scores below standard for his or her grade |evel on
basic skills assessnents and who is identified in the approved plan to
receive services.

(6) "Underachieving students" neans students with the greatest
academc deficits in basic skills as identified by basic skills
assessnents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. PROGRAM PLAN. A participating school
district shall annually submt by July 1st the district's plan for
using learning assistance funds to the office of the superintendent of
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public instruction for approval. For the 2003-04 school year, schoo
districts nust identify the program activities to be inplenented from
section 5 of this act and are encouraged to inplenent the elenents in
subsections (1) through (8) of this section. Beginning in the 2004-05
school year, the program plan nust identify the program activities to
be inplenmented from section 5 of this act and inplenent all of the
el emrents in subsections (1) through (8) of this section.

Each school district applying for |earning assistance programfunds
shall describe the use of these funds within the district's plan to
support underachi eving students, and may include individual school
i nprovenent pl ans. The school district plan shall include the
fol | ow ng:

(1) D strict and school-level data on reading, witing, and
mat hemat i cs achi evenent as reported pursuant to chapter 28A. 655 RCWand
P.L. 107-110;

(2) Processes used for identifying the underachieving students to
be served by the program including the identification of school or
program sites providing programactivities;

(3) How accelerated |learning plans are devel oped and i npl enent ed
for participating students, including:

(a) Achi evenent goals for the students;

(b) Roles of the student, parents, or guardi ans and teachers in the
pl an;

(c) Communi cation procedures regarding student acconplishnent; and

(d) Plan reviews and adjustnents processes;

(4) How state |level and classroom assessnents are used to inform
i nstruction;

(5) How focused and intentional instructional strategies have been
identified and i npl enent ed;

(6) How highly qualified instructional staff are devel oped and
supported in the programand in participating schools;

(7) How other federal, state, district, and school resources are
coordinated wth school inprovenent plans and the district's plan to
support underachieving students; and

(8 How a program evaluation will be conducted to determ ne
direction for the follow ng school year
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. PROGRAM ACTIVITIES. Use of best practices
magni fies the opportunities for student success. The following are
services and activities that may be supported by the |Ilearning
assi st ance program

(1) Extended learning time opportunities occurring:

(a) Before or after the regular school day;

(b) On Saturday; and

(c) Beyond the regular school year;

(2) Professional developnment for certificated and classified staff
t hat focuses on:

(a) The needs of a diverse student popul ation;

(b) Specific literacy and nmathematics content and instructiona
strategies; and

(c) The use of student work to guide effective instruction;

(3) Consultant teachers to assist in inplenmenting effective
instructional practices by teachers serving participating students;

(4) Tutoring support for participating students; and

(5) Qutreach activities and support for parents of participating
st udent s.

NEW  SECTION. Sec. 6. TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE. (1D The
superintendent of public instruction shall provide a varying |evel of
techni cal assistance to school districts based on their trends over
time in student reading and mat hemati cs achi evenent.

(2) The superintendent shall provide technical assistance that
i ncludes an offer of school inprovenent assistance to school districts
for district schools that fail to neet state academ c i nprovenent goal s

for three consecutive years.

(3) The superintendent shall offer, and school districts shall
accept, school inprovenent assistance for schools that fail to neet
state academ c i nprovenent goals for five or nore consecutive years.

(4) School inprovenent assistance shall include but need not be
limted to an educational audit of schools that neet the criteria in
subsections (2) and (3) of this section, and perfornmance agreenents
between the district and the superintendent of public instruction to
i npl enent the recommendations of the audit and of the comunity the
school serves. Each educational audit shall include recommendations
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for best practices and ways to address identified needs. It shall be
presented to the conmunity in a public neeting to seek i nput on ways to
i npl emrent the audit and its recomrendati ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. FUNDS--ELIQG BILITY--DI STRI BUTI ON. Each
school district that submtted a program plan pursuant to section 4 of
this act is eligible, as determned by the superintendent of public
instruction, for state funds nade available for the purposes of such
pr ogr ans. The superintendent of public instruction shall distribute
funds appropriated for the |earning assistance program in accordance
with the biennial appropriations act. The distribution formula, which
is for district allocation purposes only, shall be based on a poverty
factor.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 8. MONITORING To ensure that school districts
are neeting the requirenents of an approved program the superintendent
of public instruction shall nonitor such prograns no |ess than once
every four years. | ndi vi dual student records shall be maintai ned at
the school district.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. RULES. The superintendent of public
instruction shall adopt rules in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCWt hat
t he superintendent deens necessary to inplenent this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. CAPTIONS NOT LAW  Captions used in this
act are not any part of the |aw

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW28A. 165.010 (Intent) and 1989 ¢ 233 s 1 & 1987 ¢ 478 s 1;

(2) RCW 28A. 165.012 (Program created) and 1987 ¢ 478 s 2;

(3) RCW 28A.165.030 (Definitions) and 1999 ¢ 78 s 1, 1990 c 33 s
148, & 1987 c 478 s 3;

(4) RCW 28A.165.040 (Application for state funds--Needs
assessnent--Plan) and 1990 ¢ 33 s 149, 1989 c 233 s 2, & 1987 c 478 s
4,

(5) RCW 28A.165.050 (ldentification of students--Coordination of
use of funds) and 1987 c¢ 478 s 5;
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(6) RCW28A. 165. 060 (Services or activities under program and 1989
c 233 s 3 & 1987 c 478 s 6;

(7) RCW28A.165.070 (Eligibility for funds--Distribution of funds--
Devel opnent of allocation fornmula) and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 13 s 1, 1993
Sp.s. ¢ 24 s 520, 1990 ¢ 33 s 150, & 1987 c 478 s 7;

(8) RCW 28A.165.080 (Monitoring) and 1990 ¢ 33 s 151 & 1987 c 478
s 8; and

(9) RCW 28A. 165.090 (Rules) and 1990 ¢ 33 s 152 & 1987 ¢ 478 s 9.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. Sections 1 through 10 of this act are each
added to chapter 28A 165 RCW

~-- END ---
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